CHAPTER 61-2681 Lmﬁ_{s OF FLORIDA

operation, procedure and methods of conducting the business of the
courts, which might be put in effect only by legislative action; and
to recommend to the courts any changes in the rules and practice
or methods of administering judicial business therein, which, in the
judgment of the council, would simplify and expedile or otherwise
improve the administration of justice, The council shall file with
the legislative delegation an annual report of ils proceedings and
recommendations and the results thereaf,

Section 2. The Pinellas county judiciary council shall be com-
posed of five (5) members, three (3) of whom shall be practicing
attorneys in Pinellas county, and two (2) of whom shall be laymen
who are residents of Pinellas county, and who shall be appointed
by the legislative delegation and shall serve for a term of two (2)
vears withoutl compensation,

Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately upon becoming
g law,

Became a law without the Governor's approval,
Filed in Office Secretary of State J une: 22, 196].

CHAPTER 61-2681
HOUSE BILL NO. 1938

AN ACT defining and regulating Children’s Centers and Family
Day Care Homes in Pinellas County: requiring the procurement
of licenses and the pavment of an application fee for the opera-
tion of such eenters and homes and providing for the grounds
and the procedure for the suspension or revocation thereof;
creating Pinellas County License Board for Children's Centers
and Family Day Care Homes, and preseribing its membership,
powers and duties; prescribing minimum slandards for the
pperation of such eenters and homes and providing a penally for
violatiom; authorizing tax and appropriation hy the Board of
County Commissioners; repeal Chapter 57-1738, Laws of Florida;
providing & grace period,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Purpose—The purpese of this act is {o protect the
health, safety, and mental development of children cared for in
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children’s centers and family day care homes in Pinellas Cuunty as
defined in section 2,

Section 2. Definitions.

(1) A children's center includes any child care center, day nurs-
ery, nursery school, or kindergarten, or any other facility whatso-
ever which, with or without compensation, cares for five (5) or
more children seventeen (17) wears of age or under, not related
to the operator by blood, marriage, or dadoption, away from the
child's own home for from two (2) to twelve (12) hours per day
per child. This term shall not be construed to include any center
under the jurisdiction of the state board of public instruetion or to
include any non-public academic school except in regard to children
below first grade level,

(2) A day nursery means a children’s center consisting of im-
proved realty, equipment, and staff, conducted for children ranging
in age from two (2) years through six (6) years nine (89) months
for the purpose of providing shelter, food, rest, and care and train-
ing. Such centers may accept school children under seventeen (17)
yvedars before and after school hours,

(3) A nursery school means a children’s center consisting of im-
proved realty, equipment and staff, conducted for children rang-
ing in age from two (2) wyears through five (5) years nine (9)
months for the purpose of offering an educational program of di-
rected, organized play and training at the level of the child’s growth
and development, and providing shelter, food, rest and care, for
from twe (2) to seven (7) hours per day per child.

(4) A kindergarten means a children’s center consisting of im-
proved realty, equipment and staff, conducted for children ranging
from four (4) years nine (9) months in age through six (6) vears
nine (9} months in age, for the purpose of offering an educational
program of directed, organized play and {raining at the level of the
children's growth and development, and providing shelter, food,
rest, and care for from twoe (2) to seven (7) hours per day per
child,

(a) {a) A family day care home means a facility for child
care in a place of residence of a family, persen, or persons who
receive no more than four (4) children under seventeen (17) vears
of age away from their own homes who are not related to such
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person or persons by blood, marriage, or adoption, for the purpose
of providing family care and training for such children for from
two (2) to twelve (12) hours per day. No more than three of the
four children may be under two years of age.

(b) Under special circumstances, family day care homes may
be licensed to care for children twenty-four (24) hours a day. To
fall under the administration of the license board, these family day
care homes may not receive children from any licensed child-placing
apencies. These family day care homes shall meet the same mini-
mum standards esiablished by the state welfare board for the care of
children under sevenieen (17) vears of age being cared for away
from {heir own parenis or guardians, except where the require-
ments are in confliet with this law.,

(6) Children’s centers licensed hereunder shall not provide reg-
ular overnight care for children but may provide occasional over-
night care for not more than four children on any one night, Over-
night care on New Year's eve and other similar occasions to be
specified by the license board for a number not in excess of ihe
total enrollment authorized on its license is permissive, subject to
the determination by the license board that such overnight care is
reasonable under the circumstances,

(7) An operator means any person responsible for the operation
of a children’s center or family day care home as previously de-
fined, whether or not he is the owner,

(8) Child care staff means all persons who participate daily in
direct care, teaching or training children cared for by any children's
center or family day care home.

(9) Maintenance staff means all persons engaged by any chil-
dren's center or family day care home, full or part time, in prepa-
ration of food, cleaning, janitor service, chauffeuring, or mnon-
supervisory assistance with children.

Section 3. License Required —

{1) It is unlawful for any person, firm, corporation or any other
group lo operate or maintain a children’s center or family day care
home without first obtaining a license or temporary permil as pro-
vided in this act.
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Section 5. Rules and Regulations—The license board shall have
the power and duty to promulgate and adopt rules and regulations
for the purposes of administering and enforcing minimum standards
prescribed in this act. In the event the license board determines it
reasonable to deerease the requirements of any particular standard,
it may do so by the action of the board only. In the event the licensze
board determines that there is a reasonable necessity 1o supplement
or increase any standard, it may do so according to the following
procedure:;

(1) There shall be a finding of necessity, not merely desirability,

(2) There must be a notice of the finding, the old standard, the
proposed new standard, the reason {or the change and a hearing
date mailed to all licensees.

(3) There must be a hearing at which all affected Persons are
Eiven an opportunity to present their views.

{4) The proposed new standard may not be considered again
by the board until a meeting at least ninety (90) days after the
hearing, at which time, if approved by five-sevenths (5/ 7) of the
membership of the board, it shall be adopted.

(5) Any new standard must provide that it shall not beecome
effective for a particular period of lime specified in it, which is
reasonable considering the particular standard involved,

(6) No rule or regulation shall require medieal examination or
immunization for admission 1o a children’s center of a child whose
parent or guardian files a letter with the operator stating that such
medical examination and or immunization is contrary to his or her
religious beliefs, or provide for the exclusion of a child from the
center because of parent or guardian having filed such a letter:
provided however, that whenever there is good cause to believe that
& child is suffering from a recognized contagious or infectious dis-
case, the child may be temporarily excluded from the center until
the operator is satisfied that any contagious or infectious disease
does not exist.

(T) After the meeting approving the standard, within thirty (30)
days, notice of the new standard and the effective date of it shall
be mailed to all members,
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Section 6. Minimum Standards for Children’s Center and Family
Doy Care Home Personnel—

(1) General Qualifications—Personnel in both children’s cen-
ters and family day care homes shall be of good character, free of
mental illness and drug or excessive aleohol habits, in good health,
and shall not exercise any influence detrimental to the Progress or
development of children. All personnel in contact with children en-
rolled in centers or family day care homes licensed under this act
shall have an annual physical examination; including chest x-ray
and bloed test, The person in charge shall be ai least twenty-one
(21) years of age, and no emplayee in direct supervision of children
shall be under eighteen (18) years of age.

(2) Education

(a) Day nursery staff caring directly for children in any day
nursery shall be high school graduates. The operator of such day
nursery shall have completed & minimum of six (§) semester hour
credits in early childhood education with passing grades.

{(b) The nursery school staff member in charge of curriculum,
staff and program shall have completed two (2) wears of college
training including twelve (12) semester credit hours in. early child-
hood education with passing prades and shall have had two (2)
years of teaching experience. Members of the teaching staff work-
ing directly under the person in charge of curriculum, staff and
program shall be high school graduates, and in addition shall have
completed two (2) vears of college training including twelve (12)
semester hours credit in early childhood education with passing
grades or shall have completed {welve (12) semester hours credit
m early childhood education with passing grades and have had
two (2) years of teaching experience.

(¢) The kindergarten staff member in charge of curriculum, siaff
and program shall have completed two (2) years of eollege training
including twelve (12) semester credit hours in early childhood ed-
ucation with passing grades and shall have completed twelve (12)
semester credit hours in early childhood education with passing
grades and have had two (2) years of teaching experience.

(d) All personnzl of nursery schools and kindergariens shall
continue professional training by earning at least three (3} =emes-
ter credit hours in early childhood eduration each three (3) wears,
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over and above the minimum requirements herein until a maximum
of thirty credits has been earned,

A staff member who does not fully meet requirements may be
employed temporarily as a staff member of a licensed day nursery,
nursery school, or kindergarten, if said staff member is in the process
of acguiring the necessary educational gualifications. An experi-
enced staff member who does not meet the educational reguire-
ments for a staff member as outlined in this section may apply for
an exemption examination approved by the license board. Success-
ful completion of the exemption examination will serve o exempt
the teacher from the college credil requirements, except that every
three (3) years the staff members shall eontinue professional train-
ing by earning at lesst three (3) semester credit hours in early
childhood education as hereinbefore required.

Members of child care staffs in children's centers caring ex-
clusively for mentally or physically handicapped children are not
required to meet the college credit requirements outlined herein
for nursery school and kindergarten staff. They shall enroll in
courses pertinent to work with exceptional children, when such
courses are available in the county.

(3) Number of Personnel and Supervision—The number of
adults on the child care staff shall be no less than the following:

1 adult for each 10 children 2 vears old;

1 adult for each 15 children 3 years old;

1 adult for each 20 children 4 vears old;

1 adult for each 25 children 5 years old or over.

In groups where children of varying ages are combined, number
of staff shall be determined by the age of the youngest children
in the group. These adults shall be engaged in child care exclusively.
No infanis under two (2) vears of age shall be taken into a day
nursery for group care unless the license board determines that no
family day care home is available.

In family day care homes, there shall be one (1) adult, the op-
erator, who shall remain on the premises at all times when chil-
dren under care are present, with at least one (1) on-call person
available for emergency purposes.
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Section 7. Minimum Standards for Children’s Center and Family
Day Care Home Records—

(1) Faecility Records—An identification record, a health certifi-
cate, and a daily attendanece record shall be kept for each child
in care, Evidence of annual physical examination and suitable in-
formation regarding gualifications shall be kept for each staff mem-
ber in each facility. The officia] license issued by the license board
shall be Prominently displayed,

(2) License Board Records—All applications for licenses, inspec-
tion reports on facilities, recommendations of board members or
employees, and formal action taken by the license board shall he
kept on file for each children’s center and tamily day care home.
Any applicant or licenses may inspect his or its record at such
Teasonable time and place as the license board shall designite,

Section 8. Minimaum Standards for the Physical Plont Housing
Children’s Centers.

(1) Butilding.—The building to be used for housing children in
a children’s center shall conform to the building, electrical and
codes of the local authority within whose Jurisdiction the facility is
located. It shall conform to the fire repulations of the local fire
authority within whose jurisdiction the facility is located. Where no
local fire department is respansible, the county health department
shall be the responsible inspecting agency. Any costs required to he
paid to procure such inspection and the appropriate certification
shall be paid by the applicant directly to the inspecting authority,

(2) Indoor Play Space —Indoor play space is required, The maxi-
mum number of children shall be equivalent to the total square
feet of suitable and usable space divided by twenty-five (25) square
feet. The maximum number of children enrolled shall be computed
aceording to the above caleulation,

(3) Outdoor Play Space—Outdoor play space is required, The
maximum number of children who can oceupy the outdoor space
al any one time shall be equivalent to the total suitable and usahle
square feet of space divided by ninety (90) square fest.

(4) Napping Space—Child eapacity shall be limited 1o the re-
sulting figure arrived at by determining the total square feet of
usable space for this burpose and dividing it by twenty-five (25)

35491



CHAPTER 61-2681 LAWS OF FLORIDA

square feet. Cots shall be set up so that each child is no claser to
another during the nap period than two (2) feet.

(5) Bathroom Facilities—Such facilities shall include at least one
(1) lavatory and one (1) toilet for every eighteen (18) children,
and facilities for bathing children when necessary, with a mini-
mum of two (2) lavatories and two (2) toilets for each children's
center operating four (4) or more hours each day.,

(6) Outdoor Equipment—In a children’s center outdoor equip-
ment shall be scaled to the age group under care. It shall be suf-
ficient in number and designed to motivate physical activities, so-
cial development and imagination. Equipment may include swings,
slides, climbing apparatus, wheeled toys, sandbox, packing boxes,
tables and benches, or the equivalent of any of these items,

(7) Indoor Equipment—Every children's center may include a pi-
ano, or a record player, rhythm instruments, easels or drawing
boards, and shall maintain tables and chairs suitable in size and
sufficient for the total number of children and for the age group
under care. Adequate and appropriate supplies such as paper, paints,
crayons and plastic clay are to be provided. Play materials shall
also include a sufficient number of balls, toys, blocks, dolls, toy
housekeeping supplies, or similar items, to insure an adequate pro-
gram for development of the age group under care. For children's
centers which may provide overnight care or on an all day schedule
as prescribed by section 2 (6), there shall be & separate lightweight
cot with washable cover for each child, All equipment shall be
maintained in a sanitary and safe condition,

Section 8. Minimum Standards for Safety, Health and Sanitation.—

(1) Sanitation—Each center must pass a sanitary inspection be-
fore it can be licensed, and at least once annually before it can
be relicensed. The premises, furnishings, and equipment shall be
kept clean, free of rodents and vermin, and in general good order.

(2) Transportation—Vehicles used for transporting children
shall be maintained in safe condition at all times. The Florida De-
partment of Public Safety shall be the inspecting agency and said
inspection shall be obtained periodically. The License hoard shall
sel such period as is reasonable.

Section 10. Application for License; Fee—
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(1) Application for license shall be made to the license board
on blanks furnished by the board.

(2) Application shall be under oath, and shall contain the fol-
lowing:

(a) The name and address of the applicant if an individual,
and if a firm, partnership, association, or other group, the name and
address of every member thereof, except corporation or association,
and in the case of a corporation or an association the name and
address thereof and of its officers,

(k) The location of the center for which a license iz sought.
(¢) The category of the operator as defined in section 2.

(d) The maximum number of children to be enrolled, ages
of children, and hours of care,

(e) Such information relating to the number, experience and
training of employees of the center and of the moral charaeter of the
applicant and employees as the board may deem necessary,

(3) The License hoard is authorized to charge an application fee
not in excess of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for each children’s
center and family day care home for which a license is sought, The
livense board is authorized to use such sums for the payment of
supplies and equipment reguired by them in the administration of
this act, the renting of office space and for the payment of employees
reruired in the administration of this act,

Section 11, Licenses; Poyment of Fees; Issuonce—

(1) Upon receipt of an application for & license hereunder and
the payment of the application fee, the license board within sixty
(B0) days therefrom shall cause a thorough investigation to be
made of the premises to be licensed, and shall issue a license if
satisfied that the minimum standards specified in this act are met
and that the applicant is otherwise qualified; if not, it shall rejecl
the application, Said license shall set out on the face thereof the
maximum number of children to he enralled.

(2} A license and renewals therenf shall be wvalid only in the
hands of the applicant to whom it is issued, and shall not be subject
to sale, assignment, or transfer, voluntary or involuntary, nor shall
a license be wvalid for any premises other than those for which
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originally issued. The license shall be valid for a period of one (1)
vear from the date of issuance,

Section 12, Annual Renewal of License—Any owner or operator
of a children’s center or family day care home licensed under this
act or a prior act shall, on or before the date of his license expira-
tion, make application for a renewal of his license on forms to be
furnished by the license board. Upon receipt of his application
properly filled in and executed, the license hoard shall automatically
issue the applicant a license authorizing the continuation of the
operation of his children’s center or family day care home for a
period of one (1) wear unless action is pending to revoke or sus-
pend the license of the applicant. In such event, the applicant may
continue under ihe old license pending the cutcome of the action.

Section 13, License, Grounds for Denial—An application for li-
cense may be denied for any of the {following reasons:

(1) failure to meet any of the minimum standards,

(2) conviction of an applicant of a crime of moral turpitude
as shown by a certified copy of the record of the court of convic-
lion, or by a copy of the applicant’s fingerprint record from the
federal bureau of investigation showing conviclion of said crime, or

(3) if the applicant is a member of a firm or an officer or director
of a corporation or the person designated io manage or supervise
the ecenter, there must be sstisfactory evidence that the moral
character of the applicant, or the manaper, or supervisor of the
center is not good,

Seclion 14. Revocation of Licenses; Grounds—The license board
may revoke or suspend a license for any of the following reasons:

(1) cruelty or indifference to the welfare of children
(2) violation of any provision of this aci

(3) any ground upon which a license mayv be denied as prescribed
in section 13.

Section 15. Refusal of License; Revocation: Notice, Hearing.—

(1) No license shall be denied, revoked or suspended except
after notice in writing to the applicant or licensee, seiting forth
the particular reasons for the proposed action and a hearing if de-
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manded by the licensee or applicant. Such notice shall be effected
by registered and certified mail with return receipl requested, or
by personal service. The licensee or applicant shall within ten (10)
days after receipt of said notice request a hearing, which request
shall be in writing, and be delivered to the license board in persen
or by due course of mail. If no such request is made within the
time fixed, said license beard shall proceed to refuse, reveke or
suspend said license as set out in the notice of the proposed action,

(2)° All hearings under this law shall be held by the entire
license board or a hearing agent designated by it from the mem-
bership of the license board within the county at a time and place
designated in the notice, If the hearing is conducted by an apgent
designated by the license board, a transcript of the proceedings
‘shall be reviewed by the entire license board. The rules of evidence
‘applicable in Florida shall apply.

(8) On the basis of any such hearing, or upon the failure of the
applicant or licensee to request a hearing, the license board shall
enter its order thereon, A copy of such order shall be sent by reg-
istered or certified mail or personally served upon the applicant or
liceneese, The order shall become final sixty (60) days after it is
g0 mailed or served unless the applicant or licensee within that
perind applies for a rehearing or review as provided in subsec-
tion [3).

(4) A full and complete record shall be kept of proceedings and
all testimony shall be reported but need nol be transcribed unless
the decision is appealed, or the hearing is conducied by an agent.
A copy or copies of the transeription may be obtained by any in-
terested party on payment of the cost of preparing such copy or
copies,

(5) Any person aggrieved by any final order of the license board
denying, suspending, or revoking his license, may apply to the
license board in writing for a rehearing or may file an appeal with
the cireuit court pursuant to the Florida appellate rules. In the
event the appeal is granted, the court may issue its mandate ar
arder with directions to the license board to enter such order in
the proceedings as is appropriate on the record, or the court may
order further proceedings including the taking of testimony as
may seem to the court necessary and proper.
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Section 16. Procedure for Reinstatement of Revoked or Suspend-
ed License.—

(1) When a license has been revoked or suspended in accordance
with the provisions of this act, the licensee, provided he has not
previously had a license revoked or suspended under this act, may
within three (3) years after the order has become {inal, request a
hearing for the purpose of showing that ihe reasons for the revoca-
tion or suspension of license have been corrected and that the license
should be reinstated. No licensee who has previously had a license
suspended or revoked under this act, shall request a hearing to
reinstate the license prior to one (1) year after the order becomes
final. Any licensee whose license has been revoked or suspended
must show the grounds upon which he or it relies in attempting
to re-gualify. Any licensee whose license has been revoked or sus-
pended three (3) times under the provisions of this act shall not be
permitted to re-apply for a license.

(2) The reguest for hearing shall be in writing, and shall be
delivered to the license board office in person or by due course of
mail.

(3) Any hearing conducted under this section shall not operate
{o stay or supersede any order revoking or suspending a license.

{4) Hearings conducted wunder this section shall be conducted in
the same manner as preseribed in section 15.

Section 17. Inspection of Children’s Centers and Family Day
Care Homes—Every children’s center and family day care home
conducted by a licensee hereunder, and any premises proposed to
be used by an applicant for license, shall be open at all ressonable
times to inspection by the license board.

Section 18. Advertising—A children's center or family day care
home licensed by the license board may publish advertisements only
of the service for which it is specifically licensed under this act. No
person, firm, organization, corporation, assocation, or society, un-
less licensed as a children’s center or a family day care home,
shall publish any advertisement soliciting child care in any home
or other establishment.

Section 19, Advisory Commitiee—The license board shall appoint
a committee to serve in a advisory capacity. Such committee shall
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consist of three (3) operators in good -"standiﬂg',-repmenﬁng pri=
vately-operated kindergartens op nursery schools, duy care centers,
and church-operated kindergartens or nursery schools, and two (2)
other persons qualified by education and experience in the field
of early childhood eduestion. The license board shall consult with

e committee before changing rules and regulations and in mat-
ters dealing with policy.

Section 20. Prosecution.—The countly prosecutor or his suceessor
in u[ﬁce-i:-i"aﬂthurized, upon complaint of the license board, to file
complaint and prasecute 1o final determination all actions or pro-

ings whether criminal or civil against any person under the
provisions of this act. '

Section 21. Penaliy—Every person who violates any of the pro-
visions of this law governing the aperation of children's centers
and family day care homes for children in Pinellas County, or who
operates without obtaining a licenge to do so, or who operates
after revoeation or license board's refusal to renew license, or who
intentionally or willfully makes any false statements or reports to
the license board in connection with said children's centers and
family day care homes, shall, upon conviction thereof, be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor, Fach day of operation in violation of the
provisions of this section shall constitute a separate offense.

Section 22, Appropriation —The board of ecounty Commissioners
is authorized to levy an annual tax to be used as an appropriation
for the license hoard in accordance with its needs, Such appropria-
tion shall be in addition fo the revenue derived from the application
fees paid to the license board.

Section 23, Sewerubility of Provisions—Tt is declared to be the
intent of the legislature that, if any section, subsection, sentence,
clause, or provision of this act is held invalid, the remainder of the
act shall not be affected,

Section 24, ﬁhapier 97-1738, Laws of Florida, is repealed.
Section 25, This act shall take effect immediately upan becoming

alaw,

Section 26. Grace Feriod —Any day nurseries op foster bpard-
ing: homes doing business on the date this law becomes effective
and whaose license shal] expire within sixty (60) days after that
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effective date, shall have & period of sixty (60) days from the
effective date of this law in which to procure the license herein
required and may operate during such sixty (60) days period. The
license board is further authorized to extend for an additional sixty
{60) days the period in which any children’s center or family care
home may operate.

Became a law without the Governor's approval.

Filed in Office Secretary of State June 22, 1961,

CHAPTER 61-2682
HOUSE BILL NO. 2590

AN ACT applying to Pinellas County, requiring rabies vaccination,
licensing and registration of dogs; prohibiting unlicensed dogs
from running at large; requiring licensing of kennels: defining
what shall constitute a kennel; providing for ound Master
and prescribing his duties and Powers; propging for the re-
demption and disposal of dogs and animals impounded; requiring
the reporting of dogs and animals impounded; providing for dis-
position of unclaimed dogs and anima}.s;' providing for confine-

g ment of certain dogs and animals; “prohibiting irespasses by

>

persons in contrpl of dogs; providing for the prohibition apgainst
shooting ar nlheﬁv\ise injuring dogs or other animals; prohibiting
the abandonment of. dogs and other animals; providing for the
impounding of harsus'.\pnws, hogs or other livestack found run-
ning at large in the County or on the public streets and highways
of the County: providing for the administration of this Ae{ and
appropriation of the necessary funds to administer and enforce
this Act: providing for the repeal of Chapter 59-1747, Laws of
Flarida and all conflicting laws ‘defining terms of this act; pro-
viding for the separability of the provisions of this Act: and pro-
viding for an effective date. 1

W

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the Sm'fe_nj Florida:

Section 1. Definitions of Terms, as used in this Act, Unless the
Context Otherwise Indicates:

a) “Dog" shall be intended to mean hoth male and female of
all members of the canine family, :
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